
Speaking Part 2 Useful expressions 
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a) Starting your comparison 
! Both of these pictures show 
! These two pictures show 
! The two pictures are similar because 
! Both pictures are similar in that 
! One similarity between the two pictures is that  / another similarity might 

be that 
! The most obvious similarity is that 
! Both pictures (…) in the same way. 

b) Talking about similarities 
! One of the most obvious differences (between these two pictures) is that 
! Another difference is that 
! What makes the two pictures / situations different is  
! While the first picture shows… the second one shows… 
! The first picture… whereas the second one… 
! On the one hand, the first pictures shows… On the other hand, the 

second picture.. 
! Although the first picture… the second one… 

c) Introducing the answer to the question 
! As for + rephrased question 
! As to + rephrased question 
! In response to the question, I’d say that 
! As regards the question  

d) Answering the follow-up question 
! As far as I’m concerned 
! The way I see it 
! If I had to choose, I would definitely go for 
! Well, it’s not an easy choice, but I think I’d prefer to 

e) Speculating 
! What I would probably say about the people is that... 
! The people seem to me to be… 
! Perhaps they are feeling… because… 
! It’s possible that they are… since… 
! I’m not really sure, but they may… 

 
 
Things you should do  

1. Compare, don’t describe. 
2. Don’t overuse “and”. Use other connectors.  
3. Don’t focus too much on one picture.  
4. Allow enough time to answer the question. 
5. Address the interlocutor. In this task, you shouldn’t address your partner. It is an 

individual task, so concentrate on what you’re saying and address your 
comments to the interlocutor.  

6. Finish your sentences.  



7. Focus the pictures and the questions. Don’t talk about your likes and dislikes 
and don’t talk about your experiences.  

8. Stick to the topic.  
9. Ask for repetition if you didn’t understand something.  
10. Use related vocabulary.  
11. Smile. 

 


